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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OE INDIANA 
TERRE HAUTE DIVISION 

UNITED STATES OE AMERICA, ) 

) 

Plaintiff, ) 

) 

V. ) Cause No. 2:19-CV-00464 

) 

$42,800.00 UNITED STATES CURRENCY, ) 

) 

Defendant. ) 

COMPLAINT OF FORFEITURE IN REM 

The United States of Ameriea, by eounsel. Josh J. Minkler, United States Attorney for the 
Southern District of Indiana, and Eric P. Babbs, Special Assistant United States Attorney, alleges 
as follows: 

NATURE OF THE ACTION 

1. This is a civil action seeking forfeiture of certain property pursuant to 21 U.S.C. 

§ 881(a)(6) because the Defendant Property constitutes proceeds of, or is property used to 
facilitate, a violation of the Controlled Substances Act. 

PARTIES, JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

2. The Defendant is Forty-Two Thousand Eight Hundred Dollars and No Cents 
($42,800.00) in United States Currency (“the Defendant Property”). The Defendant Property 
was taken into custody of the United States Drug Enforcement Administration (“DEA”). The 
Defendant Property when originally seized comprised $43,860.00 and was assigned Asset 
Identification Number 19-DEA-651061. However, as the DEA will return $1,060.00 to a 
claimant, the United States is only seeking judicial forfeiture of $42,800.00. 


3. 


This Court has subject matter jurisdiction pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1345 (district 
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courts have original jurisdiction of all civil actions commenced by the United States) and § 1355 
(district courts have original jurisdiction of any action for forfeiture). 

4. This Court has in rem jurisdiction over the Defendant Property pursuant to 

28 U.S. C. § 1355(b) (forfeiture action can be brought in a district in which any of the acts giving 
rise to the forfeiture occurred), and Rule G(3)(b)(i) of the Supplemental Rules for Admiralty or 
Maritime Claims and Asset Forfeiture Actions (clerk must issue a warrant to arrest property in 
the government’s possession). 

5. This Court is the appropriate venue in this matter pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1395(a) 
and (b), in that the forfeiture accrued in the Southern District of Indiana. 

FACTS 

6. On March 14, 2019, a Sheriffs Deputy in Putnam County, Indiana (the “Deputy”) 
initiated a traffic stop of a white GMC Acadia because the vehicle changed lanes without 
advance signaling and made the lane change in close proximity to another vehicle. The vehicle 
had a New York registration and was driving westbound on Interstate 70. It was driven by David 
R. Moore, but Moore produced only an Indiana ID card because his driver’s license was 
suspended. 

7. The two other adults in the vehicle were front-seat passenger Raymond Lewis, Jr., 
and back-seat passenger Kandus Mayse Williams. A rental agreement showed that the vehicle 
was rented to Raymond Lewis, Jr. The Deputy, while standing at the front passenger window, 
observed a large bundle of United States Currency on the front passenger seat, between the 
center console and Raymond Lewis, Jr.’s leg. Raymond Lewis, Jr. stated that the money was 
intended to help his cousin in Arkansas because her husband had just died. 

8. The Deputy had Moore accompany him to the patrol vehicle and issued Moore a 
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summons for driving while suspended. Moore stated that he and the other adults were traveling 
to Little Roek, Arkansas for the funeral that was earlier mentioned. When asked why Raymond 
Lewis, Jr. was traveling with the large amount of currency in the vehicle, Moore stated that it 
was to help the family with the funeral. Moore’s demeanor seemed overly nervous, and the 
Deputy requested that a second officer assist with the traffic investigation. A records check 
showed that Raymond Lewis, Jr.’s Indiana driver’s license was suspended. 

9. The Deputy returned to the GMC Acadia and noticed that the bundle of currency 
that had been on the front passenger seat next to Raymond Lewis, Jr. was no longer in view. The 
Deputy asked Raymond Lewis, Jr. to step to the rear of the vehicle. The Deputy asked Raymond 
Lewis, Jr. how much cash he was traveling with, to which he replied that it was three thousand 
dollars. Raymond Lewis, Jr. also stated that his girlfriend, Williams, had about one thousand 
two hundred dollars. Raymond Lewis, Jr. then told the Deputy that he had the currency in his 
possession because he sold cars for a living. The Deputy asked Raymond Lewis, Jr. for consent 
to search the rented vehicle, and he consented. 

10. The Deputy conducted an exterior dog sniff of the GMC Acadia using narcotics 
detection canine “Bo.” The canine positively alerted to the passenger side of the vehicle. The 
Deputy and a second officer searched the vehicle’s interior and found a cloth bag that contained 
several bundles of U.S. Currency. In addition, inside the console, the officers recovered the 
larger bundle of currency that had been in Raymond Lewis, Jr.’s possession in the front seat. 

The officers also searched Williams’s purse and found an additional bundle of U.S. Currency 
inside it. 

11. A property receipt for the seized currency was issued to Raymond Lewis, Jr. as 
the renter of the vehicle, and the vehicle was released to Williams as the licensed driver. The 
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seized currency was transported to the Putnam County Sheriffs Office. There, another dog sniff 
was conducted, and the narcotics detection canine alerted to the location in the office where the 
seized currency had been placed. 

12. The DBA conducted an official bank count of the seized currency. After four 
counterfeit fifty-dollar bills were removed, the seized currency was determined to be $43,860.00. 
That amount was comprised of $39,800.00 from the cloth bag; $3,000.00 in the bundle from the 
console; and $1,060.00 from Williams’s purse. 



13. Further investigation showed that Raymond Lewis, Jr. has a criminal history 
related to violations involving controlled substances. In January 2012, Raymond Lewis, Jr. was 
convicted of possession of marijuana; the conviction was entered as a Class D felony but was 
eligible for modification to a Class A misdemeanor upon successful completion of probation. 
{State of Indiana v. Raymond L. Lewis, Case No. 33C03-1 lOl-FD-000011 (Henry County Circuit 
Court)). In May 2012, Raymond Lewis, Jr. was convicted of driving while suspended, a Class A 
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misdemeanor. {State of Indiana v. Raymond Lewis, Jr., Case No. 81C01-1201-CM-000004 
(Union County Circuit Court)). In September 2013, Raymond Lewis, Jr. was convicted of 
dealing in cocaine, a Class B felony, and was sentenced to six years in the Indiana Department of 
Correction followed by four years of probation. {State of Indiana v. Raymond L. Lewis, Jr ., Case 
No. 89D01-1202-FA-000010 (Wayne County Superior Court)). 

14. Indiana Department of Workforce Development records showed a lack of 
employment history for Raymond Lewis, Jr. Wage data from the first quarter of 2015 through 
the first quarter of 2019 showed no reported wages for Raymond Lewis, Jr. in Indiana or other 
states. 

15. On March 19, 2019, a Putnam County Superior Court Judge issued a turnover 
order transferring the seized currency to the DBA. 

16. The DBA initiated proceedings to administratively forfeit the seized currency 
under the Controlled Substances Act. On May 4, 2019, Raymond Lewis, Jr. filed with the DBA 
a claim for $3,000.00 of the $43,860.00. After review, the DBA referred Raymond Bewis, Jr.’s 
claim to the United States Attorney’s Office for judicial forfeiture proceedings. 

17. On May 23, 2019, Raymond Lewis, Sr. filed with the DBA a claim for $42,000.00 
of the $43,860.00. Upon information and belief, Raymond Lewis, Sr. is the father of Raymond 
Lewis, Jr., and both men are Richmond, Indiana residents. After review, the DBA referred 
Raymond Lewis, Sr.’s claim to the United States Attorney’s Office for judicial forfeiture 
proceedings. 

18. On May 29, 2019, Williams filed with the DBA a claim for $1,060.00 of the 
$43,860.00. After review by the United States Attorney’s Office, the United States is not 
seeking forfeiture of the $1,060.00, and the DBA will return the $1,060.00 to Williams. 
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19. The deadline for the United States to complete its investigation and file this 
Complaint was extended by this Court to October 1, 2019. (Dkt. #5, In re $43,860.00, No. 2:19- 
mc-00005). 

PERTINENT STATUTES 

20. Under 21 U.S.C. § 841(a)(l)-(2), it is unlawful for any person to manufacture, 
distribute, or dispense—or possess with intent to manufacture, distribute, or dispense—a 
controlled substance. 

21. Under 21 U.S.C. § 881(a)(6), all moneys furnished or intended to be furnished by 
any person in exchange for a controlled substance, all proceeds traceable to such an exchange, 
and all moneys used or intended to be used to facilitate any violation of the Controlled 
Substances Act, including 21 U.S.C. § 841(a)(1), shall be subject to forfeiture to the United 
States, and no property right shall exist in them. 

CLAIM FOR RELIEF 

22. Based on the facts alleged above, the $42,800.00 is “moneys . . . furnished or 
intended to be furnished by any person in exchange for a controlled substance,” and/or 
“proceeds traceable to such an exchange,” and/or “moneys ... used or intended to be used to 
facilitate any violation of [the Controlled Substances Act, 21 U.S.C. § 801 et seq.],’’' and is 
therefore subject to forfeiture to the United States of America pursuant to Title 21, United States 
Code, Section 881(a)(6). 

WHEREFORE, the United States prays that the Clerk of the Court issue a warrant for the 
arrest of the Defendant Property pursuant to Rule G(3)(b)(i) of the Supplemental Rules for 
Admiralty or Maritime Claims and Asset Forfeiture Actions; that due notice be given to all 
parties to appear and show cause why the forfeiture should not be decreed; that judgment be 
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entered deelaring the Defendant Property forfeited to the United States for disposition 

aeeording to law; and that the United States be granted all other just and proper relief. 

Respectfully submitted, 

JOSH J. MINKLER 
United States Attorney 

By: s/Eric P. Babbs 

Eric P. Babbs 

Special Assistant United States Attorney 
Office of the United States Attorney 
low. Market St., Suite 2100 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204-3048 
Telephone: (317) 226-6333 
Pax: (317) 226-5027 
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VERIFICATION 


I, Kevin Ruffner, hereby verify and declare under penalty of perjury that I am a Special 
Agent for the Drug Enforcement Administration (“DBA”), that I have read the foregoing 
Verified Complaint in Rem and know the contents thereof, and that the matters contained in the 
Complaint are true to my own knowledge, except that those matters herein stated to be alleged 
on information and belief, and as to those matters I believe to be true. 

The sources of my knowledge and information and the grounds of my belief are the 
official files and records of the United States, information supplied to me by other law 
enforcement offices, as well as my investigation of this case, together with others, as a Special 

Agent with DEA. 


Dated: 


I hereby verify and declare under penalty of i 




Kevin Ruffner 
Special Agent, DEA 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OE INDIANA 
TERRE HAUTE DIVISION 


UNITED STATES OE AMERICA, ) 

) 

Plaintiff, ) 

) 

V. ) Cause No. 2:1 9-CV-00464 

) 

$42,800.00 UNITED STATES CURRENCY, ) 

) 

Defendant. ) 

WARRANT FOR ARREST OF PROPERTY 

TO: ANY OEEICER OR EMPEOYEE OE THE UNITED STATES 

WHEREAS a Complaint for Eorfeiture In Rem has been filed in this Court on the 24th 
day of September, 2019, by Josh J. Minkler, United States Attorney for the Southern District of 
Indiana, against forty-two thousand eight hundred dollars in United States Currency 
(“$42,800.00”), defendant herein, for reasons and causes set forth in the Complaint; 

YOU ARE HEREBY COMMANDED to take custody of and to deliver the defendant 
currency into the possession of the United States of America, to be detained in the possession of 
the United States or its designee until further order of this Court, and you will make return 
thereon not later than ten (10) days after execution of process. 

Dated: 


Eaura A. Briggs, Clerk 
United States District Court 
Southern District of Indiana 
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Arrest Warrant to be issued by the Clerk pursuant to 
Rule G(3)(b)(i) of the Supplemental Rules for 
Admiralty or Maritime Claims and Asset Forfeiture Actions, 
for property in custody of the United States. 
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